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Annual Report

Vision: a cultural and natural heritage that enjoys protection, is alive
and active in the development process in Palestine. A heritage that tes-
tifies to and strengthens the Palestinian national identity and its natural
connection to humanity in the global sense.

Mission: A pioneering nonprofit NGO, RIWAQ works on reviving and
protecting cultural and natural heritage in Palestine through implement-
ing effective programs and projects, contributing to building a condu-
cive institutional and legal environment along with supporting partner-
ships that seek to advance knowledge and national awareness.

A Word from RIWAQ

Heritage in Palestine: new cartography and
spatial justice

2012 has been a productive year for RIWAQ.
RIWAQ carried out numerous restoration and
regeneration projects, implemented the 4th
RIWAQ Biennale, adventured into green archi-
tecture initiatives, and celebrated new partner-
ships and collaborations.

RIWAQ continued to manage, through different
funds, to help communities in marginalized ar-
eas of the West Bank by creating thousands of
workdays, and transforming run down spaces
into hubs of culture and production. The wom-
en’s centers in Salfit, Tulkarem, and Deir Ghas-
saneh as well as the Fair Trade in Nisf Jbeil are
examples of utilizing heritage to help the less
fortunate segments of the Palestinian popula-
tion, triggering new dynamics of socio-econom-
ic development.

In 2012, RIWAQ partnered with six cultural and
art institutions to implement Qalandiya Inter-
national (Ql). This partnership was not only a
“gesture in time” but also one in space, recon-
necting the disconnected and creating new car-
tography for Palestine amid fragmentation.

RIWAQ, driven by its team’s environmental con-
scious, and by the urgent need to rationalize
natural resources, has also ventured in green

architecture initiatives that rendered RIWAQ's
restoration sites into life size laboratories. Beit
Ur Community Center, Salfit Women’s Center,
and Beit lksa restoration projects served as pi-
lots for these initiatives that tried to upcycle
materials and use rammed earth, dry stone and
sun dried mud bricks as well as recycle grey wa-
ter for irrigation while collecting and using rain-
water.

RIWAQ continues to see some of its main re-
sponsibilities as setting examples that work to
rationalize the limited resources, to capitalize
on former experiences, and to take restoration
to levels beyond the technical, thereby tack-
ling the socio-economic-political questions in
everyday life. In so doing, RIWAQ engages the
ethical issues of social welfare and spatial jus-
tice. RIWAQ’s efforts were recognized not only
by local communities and their citizens, but also
internationally when RIWAQ was awarded the
prestigious Curry-Stone Design Prize (2012).

All of these achievements would not have
been possible without RIWAQ’s dedicated and
knowledgeable team and staff, the trust of lo-
cal communities and institutions, and the indis-
pensable funds that donors made available to
RIWAQ in the year 2012.
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Revitalizing Palestine: The 50 Historic Centers Project

The mission of our rehabilitation process is to
bring life back to 50 historic centers. Bringing
life into the historic center of a village requires
a number of physical and non-physical inter-
ventions from RIWAQ and all other stakehold-
ers. RIWAQ has many adaptive-reuse projects,
and as part of the rehabilitation process re-
stores many historic buildings as hubs in each
village with the intention to create attractions
for tourism, service institutions, as well as
other social and economic activities; however,
RIWAQ is expanding this process to include a
much needed sector: housing. Restoring habi-
tats helps us to achieve more depth with each
village and its community within, working di-
rectly with the owners and residents to restore
their living spaces, thereby improving the stan-
dard of living by providing basic services for
current residents, and opening up new units
for rent to disadvantaged people who are liv-
ing in overcrowded homes with more than one
family. This process has been implemented in
Hajjah and Jamma’in, and has been adapted in

Adh Dahiriya to also assist entrepreneurs hop-
ing to open shops in the historic souq, and thus
encourage economic growth. RIWAQ is commit-
ted to understanding each community’s needs,
and producing projects that uplift their unique
talents and histories, while suiting their spe-
cific situations. Having partnered with 2 new
villages, Beit lksa and Deir Ghassaneh, RIWAQ
continues to develop its ability to interact with
communities, and is currently focusing on com-
munity involvement programs that engage all
age groups and genders to promote participa-
tory behavior that leads to more sustainable
outcomes. Social and economic rehabilitation
does not occur without a community’s reinvest-
ment in itself, and the introduction of targeted
capacity building. RIWAQ believes that the Pal-
estinian people’s dedication to their cultural
and architectural heritage will yield the most
benefit to preserving their identity, as well as
deliver the most cost effective and sustainable
results in their rehabilitation and development.
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1. Hajjah (Qalqilya)

Hajjah is a hilltop town that embraces agriculture and is known for its
Bamyeh (okra) production. A festival was held by RIWAQ and the Vil-
lage Council of Hajjah for two years running (2011/12), called the Ba-
myeh Festival, which celebrated the agrarian traditions of the village.
RIWAQ first became acquainted with the village in 2010 and began
surveying the people and their activities only to discover that, sadly,
the village had a shortage of housing for people and institutions. Work
began in 2011 and a building to house the Red Crescent Society, which
provides medical services and day care was completed. By the end
of 2011 RIWAQ began preventive conservation work, which contin-
ued through 2012, and was completed in December. The work focuses
on stabilizing and preventing historic buildings from further erosion,
while targeting alleys, facades, and small gardens or courtyards for
beautification. Moreover, RIWAQ piloted a new concept in this project
by collaborating with homeowners to upgrade the interiors of some
homes and thereby enhance their quality of living while creating ad-
ditional living spaces. All this works towards RIWAQ's objective to in-
spire the vision of a beautiful life in the historic centers. Taking advan-
tage of the on-site engineers and contractors, owners were provided
with materials to complete the work themselves, in addition to expert
advice and guidance. In total all 3 phases of work cost$312,703, and
provided 4,687 days of work to regional laborers.,. Adjacent to the
public space, MECA (Middle East Children’s Alliance) provided $13,550
to fund a playground and public garden that extends the public space
to host families and visitors. RIWAQ intends to complete another
community services building in 2013 to house offices for the village
council and local institutions as well as a small library, in addition to a
public plaza at the entrance of the village.

2. Jamma’in (Nablus)

Once ruling over 48 other villages, Jamma’in is
a Throne Village where many of its homes, most
of which are palaces, evidence past wealth; one
of the largest, the Khalil Palace, was renovated
in 2008 and is now a Community Services Cen-
ter. The town was known long ago as a center
for scientific knowledge as well as a point for the
gathering of troops. Today the majority of its
residents are farmers, but they have carried on
a long tradition of beautiful stone cutting. Inthe
present day the region is home to the Jamma’in
stone quarry, which has adverse environmen-
tal impacts. RIWAQ entered into a partnership
with Jamma’in in 2011, conducting extensive
research and documentation of the history and
spaces. In 2012 RIWAQ began its interventions,
tendering 2 preventive conservation phases,
each focusing on different important neighbor-
hoods within the large historic center. The first
phase protected 22 buildings including some
courtyards and a large public space that marks
the grand entrance to the neighborhood and to
the Khalil Palace. The work provided infrastruc-
tural services to the neighborhood, benefiting
10 families. The second phase of the project
is near completion, expected in March 2013.
This will be the final phase in Jamma’in; to date
$271,964 has been spent and work has provid-
ed 3,680 days of work to locals.

3. ‘Abwein (Ramallah)

The historic fabric of this village is extremely well
kept, although many of its individual buildings suf-
fer from neglect and are in ruin. Because of the
high level of abandonment in the historic center
of ‘Abwein, the strategy then became to beautify
the main street, speckled with old buildings and
gardens, until reaching the middle of the old town
with its terraced view to connect the old and the
new town centers. Here the ruins were developed
into a park-like atmosphere, with vegetation and
stabilized walls that house public seating, paths,
and the beginnings of a planned playground. The
concept was to create an inviting gathering space
for outdoor activities, while also working with the
residents to renovate interior spaces, and thus
upgrade the living standards for these extremely
active and few remaining stewards of the historic
center. In 2012, RIWAQ completed its preventive
conservation in the culmination of three phases
that included 160 buildings and ruins, as well as
a public plaza, all completed with $283,114. RI-
WAQ continues to look forward in ‘Abwein, and
has on-going work which will complete street
beautification on a well-tread path that connects
the old town mosque, the Suhweil Palace and the
old cemetery, a historically significant procession-
al route. The work is expected to cost $94,115,
and create an additional 1,629 working days to
the 4,184 already provided.
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4. Adh Dahiriya (Hebron)

Adh Dahiriya is well-known as the last settled
southern outpost of the West Bank. RIWAQ be-
gan its work there in 2005 by developing a Services
Center that now houses the electric company. Work
continued in 2008-9 on the adjacent building com-
pounds that became a Girls School, and are now
being repurposed by the municipality as offices and
shops. In 2009, RIWAQ also completed a museum
building that houses collections in the remaining
rooms of a Roman fort. After the cultivation of this
extensive relationship, RIWAQ began working again
with Adh Dahiriya Municipality to revitalize the en-
tire historic center. The strategy in Adh Dahiriya is
to reunite the adjacent old commercial center with
the new, by creating more plaza spaces and shops
along the original old Souq. The first phase of pre-
ventive conservation was completed this year with
a sum of $145,392 provided by the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development (AFESD). This or-
ganization also funded a central visitors’ site for the
historic center in the form of a hostel, “The Caesari-
yya;” completed in July 2012 for $146,402. RIWAQ
had raised funds to complete two additional phas-
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es of preventive conservation, the first of which
was completed in February 2012 and protected 2
additional neighborhoods for $131,176. The final
phase of preventive conservation is in the imple-
mentation phase. RIWAQ_ is working with residents
and business owners to support their opening
shops in the new facilities of the Souq, by provid-
ing them with infrastructure, renovated plazas and
streetscapes.

5. Deir Ghassaneh (Ramallah)

Deir Ghassaneh is a unique village in that its struc-
ture exemplifies the nature of Throne Villages
and their wealth. Not only are there numerous
palaces within the village, but they form a tight
community from al Barghouti family. Whereas
separated from them just down the hill are the
quarters of other families such as al Shu’aibi and al
Rabi. RIWAQ's pilot building in the village was for
the Al-Kamandjati Music Association in 2005, and
is on the road between the two neighborhoods of
Barghouthi and Shu’aibi . In 2011, RIWAQ began
its revitalization efforts in the village inside the
Barghouti quarter with the preventive conserva-
tion of the Sheikh Saleh al Barghouti Palace, and

the town’s largest plaza space (almost 600m?2). In
2012, at a cost of $67,967 , this effort was extend-
ed through the entrance of the village between the
two main quarters, concluding at the door of the Al-
Kamandjati building. This project continued the in-
troduction of infrastructure and consequent street
beautification. The next phases of the project will
work with the Deir Ghassaneh Women'’s Society to
renovate significant buildings in the Shu’aibi quar-
ter and to continue the infrastructural services and
street beautification.

6. Beit Iksa (Jerusalem)

The newest village revitalization project on RIWAQ's
list is Beit |ksa, where work was initiated in 2012.
This village is surrounded by the Separation Wall,
and requires everyone entering and exiting to pass
through an Israeli checkpoint. Its strategic location,
which overlooks Jerusalem, has meant that the Is-
raelis have confiscated 92% of its land; however, the
historic center remains intact. RIWAQ has dedicated
significant human resources to this project, including
two restoration architects, as well as student volun-
teers and experts from Oxford Brookes University in
the United Kingdom who came to implement green

building techniques such as rammed earth and
personal energy generation. The strategy in Beit
Iksa is to reconnect the village community with its
confiscated natural resources, through land and
air. Multiple community involvement projects have
already been completed, including nature walks
and bird sighting activities for young children, as
well as clean up and “service days” for older youth.
The activities will continue in 2013 to educate local
people in basic restoration techniques among oth-
er issues. While Beit Iksa may become a model vil-
lage for environmental and community initiatives,
it still requires the implementation of the plan for
protection of its architectural heritage. Develop-
ment projects began in the end of 2012 with the
first phase of preventive conservation ;in 2013 we
will see the continuation of preventive conserva-
tion work, including an additional phase, and the
restoration of an institutional hub designed.

The regeneration program is supported by the
Arab Fund for Social & Economic Development, The
Swedish Government through UNESCO, the OPEC
Fund for International Development, and by contri-
butions from the local communities.
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Heritage for Development (Her4Dev): investing in people

for the rehabilitation & management of historic city centers

Based on a long-term history of cooperation between
RIWAQ and the Municipality of Ramallah regarding the
protection of architectural cultural heritage —including
the rehabilitation of several historic monuments and
conducting several studies and surveys, the Municipal-
ity and RIWAQ signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) in 2011 that aims at establishing a concrete
partnership to fundraise and manage the process of
protecting and rehabilitating the historic center and
the single historic buildings in the city of Ramallah.

In 2012, RIWAQ (with Ramallah Municipality as the lo-
cal partner) joined an EU funded project for preparing
protection plans for 3 historic centers in the region -
Ramallah, Bethlehem and Salt. The program partners
are RehabiMed (Spain), CCHP (Bethlehem-Palestine),
RIWAQ (Ramallah-Palestine), Cultech (Salt-Jordan),
with the Bethlehem Municipality, Ramallah Municipal-
ity, Salt Municipality as associate partners.

The project duration is 2 years starting from January
2012. The 2 year activities include four main phases:
(1) in the preliminary stage lobbying and building part-
nerships; (2) in the survey stage field work and archi-
tectural survey; then (3) the action plan preparation
stage; and finally (4) the publication and announce-
ment stage.

The first year activities such as the preliminary stud-
ies and field survey are almost complete, and now
Samiha Khalil, our new recruit for the project has an
office at Municipality. In November 2012 the project’s
technical team joined the Bethlehem and Salt teams
in a seminar in Spain and France to build capacity in
the topics of heritage management and protection.
The seminar included visiting several sites in Spain
and France where at each site the team learned about
technical issues.

Dedicated to supporting communities all over
the West Bank, RIWAQ continues to accept ap-
plications for buildings outside of the current
50 Villages Project as part of our Job Creation
for Restoration Program. The program allows
RIWAQ to expand needed services into more
communities, while also extending employ-
ment opportunities into more regions. RIWAQ
assesses each application based on predeter-
mined criteria, including the evaluation of the
village itself, the proposed building, the partner
organization and the proposed function. The
program continues to adopt labor intensive
methods of restoration, including the utilization
of authentic artisans and craftspeople, and an
institutionalized preference for local materials.

The following projects were completed in 2012:
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1. Nisf Jbeil Community Center

The building in Nisf Jbeil is reflective of the
landscape it overlooks. It has many stairs and
terraces as it climbs the hillside, and consists of
4 large, tall rooms, and 3 adjacent outdoor ter-
races. It is rented by the Palestinian Fair Trade
Association to be used by local farmers. As it
is in a small village, the building also lends a
room to the women’s group, as well as the local
kindergarten that takes advantage of the huge
front courtyard which will soon be filled with
play equipment funded by MECA.

e Total Cost: $96,432
e Duration: 09-2012 to 01-2013
e Direct Working Days Generated: 1,708

2. Salfit Savings and Loans Cooperative

Operating out of the town of Salfit is a Savings
and Loans Cooperative, run by the strong wom-
en of Salfit and operating across towns in many
areas of the district. The building design uti-
lized green strategies, including a small central
courtyard for ventilation and grey water re-use,
providing the organization with 2 floors of offic-
es as well as training and meeting room spaces.

e Total Cost: $70,388
e Duration: 09-2012 to 02-2013
e Direct Working Days Generated: 1,209
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3. Beit ‘Ur Community Center

RIWAQ found this 11 room building completely
intact, although abandoned for many years.
It showcased many eras of construction tech-
niques, original ironwork in some spaces, and a
large courtyard. Green efforts were maximized
in the project by implementing a green roof as
well as constructing the exterior services build-
ing from rammed earth. The project is now
serving the women’s center with a day care fa-
cility, and also hosts computer services for the
community, while welcoming senior groups.

e Total Cost: $106,538
e Duration: 09-2012 to 02-2013
e Direct Working Days Generated: 1,722

4. Tulkarem Women’s Association

In the urban context of Tulkarem, RIWAQ was
fortunate to be contacted by an active wom-
en’s association to renovate a building in the
severely overbuilt old city. The building was in
bad shape, and during the course of the work,
3 adjacent historic buildings were destroyed by
other local builders. The 9 room and 2 balcony
renovated space serves as a model of what the
torn down buildings could have been; it also
preserves exquisitely detailed windows, as well
as original tile work.

e Total Cost: $67,757

e Duration: 09-2012 to 01-2013
e Direct Working Days Generated: 565

These projects were supported by the Swedish
Government through UNESCO.

5. Nabi Yehya Shrine — Yatta

The former mayor of one of the largest cities in
the south, Yatta, came to RIWAQ with a large
building believed to be an archaeological site.
The rear fagade of the building is the exterior
fagade of a Roman-era building that has since
been demolished. The building is a shrine to
John the Baptist, Yehya in Arabic, and is dedi-
cated to what is believed to be his birthplace.
The two very large rooms (100 m? each) have
been renovated to be used by the Girls School,
who will create a gallery for local artifacts and
historic photography. Riwaq sees this project as
step number one in a longer term project with
the community for the coming couple of years
similar to that nurtured with Al Thahiriyyeh.

e Total Cost: $34,914
e Duration: 12-2012 to 02-2013
e Direct Working Days Generated: 390

Donor: Kuwait Wagqf Foundation

6. The Restoration of Houses in Beit Skariya

Most of RIWAQ's projects fall under Area A and
B according to the land codes set by the Oslo
Agreements; however, Beit Skariya is one of the
few projects developed completely in Area C as
a pilot project to learn from in order to repli-
cate in communities with similar conditions
[initiated by AFD & NDC]. The project faced
many challenges because of heavy restrictions
on building materials and machines. The village
came together with RIWAQ to bring materials in
their own vehicles and completed most of the
work with laborers from inside the village. This
project was dedicated to improving the quality
of life for 12 families living in harsh conditions.
It was completed in 3 phases of work, and pro-
vided tiling for dirt floors, plumbing fixtures and
infrastructure, as well as doors and windows to
seal spaces.

e Total Cost: $54,686
e Duration: 06 -2012 to 11-2012
e Direct Working Days Generated: 934

Donor: AFD French Development Agency
through the NGO Development Center (NDC)
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The Arts, Architecture & Community
Programs

e Celebrating Rural Cultures: Festivals

The goal of regional village festivals is the promo-
tion of the historic centers and the rehabilitation
work within, through culture and entertainment,
which attracts local and international tourism,
as well as creates awareness for the protection
and advancement of cultural heritage. In 2012
RIWAQ held two festivals, the Bamyeh Festival
in the northern village of Hajjah, and Desert Fest
in the southern village of Adh Dahiriya, each re-
flecting the different physical and cultural land-
scapes that surround them.

e Cave of Imagination for creative writing and
illustration

The project appeals to the personal and social
narratives of children within historic environ-
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ments, encouraging them to reflect on their
community and surroundings in order to foster
a greater interest in the protection, promotion,
and appreciation of their own spaces, related
heritage and histories. Each event is hosted
within a historic space renovated by RIWAQ,
and includes a workbook created specific to
each village by illustrators and writers, as well
as reading, creative writing and arts activities,
along with professional interactive storytelling.
The project works in partnership with the Pal-
estine Writing Workshop, and was piloted in 3
villages this year: ‘Abwein, Jamma’in and Deir
Ghassaneh. RIWAQ received funds from UNES-
CO to continue similar educational activities
with school children in historic centers for 2013.

e Concert at the Palace

The program brought attention to and show-
cased a significant yet overlooked element of

cultural heritage in Palestine, Throne Villages
and their palace architecture, through music,
tours, and food. The project intended to pro-
mote these sites and to demonstrate their po-
tential for cultural exchange, economic invest-
ment, and entertainment. Three concerts took
place in the historic centers of Adh-Dhabhiriya,
Sabastiya, and Deir Ghassaneh.

These activities were supported by Swedish Gov-
ernment through UNESCO.

e Tom Kay Award: Recognizing Drawing Stu-
dents

This year marks the fourth round of the an-
nual Tom Kay Award, open to participants from
three West Bank universities: An-Najah Univer-
sity, Palestine Polytechnic University, and Birzeit
University with a total of 31 students participat-
ing. The submitted drawings were judged by a
panel consisting of Adah Kay (Tom’s wife), Dr.

Syl C
l-li-‘ .1_
-

Tina Sherwell (Director of the International
Academy of Art — Palestine), Fida Touma (Co-Di-
rector of RIWAQ), and Shatha Safi (RIWAQ). The
selection of winners was challenging in view of
the high quality of drawings submitted; submis-
sions were judged according to drawing tech-
niques, composition, expression, the ability to
draw from reality, and originality. The winners
were:

1. Huda Sameer Abu ‘Eisheh from An-Najah
University, receiving a $700 prize.

2. Renad Abudallah ‘Amro from Palestine Poly-
technic University, receiving a $500 prize.

3. Tied for 3 place: Zain Ya’qoub Ya’eish from
An-Najah University and ‘Ola ‘Abudel Halim
Abu ‘Asal from An-Najah University, each re-
ceiving a $150 prize.
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4th RIWAQ Biennale and Qalandi-
ya International

For 2012, RIWAQ developed a program
to bring art projects to historic centers.
The project entitled “Art at the Heart of
Old Towns” targeted four historic centers
where RIWAQ worked in regeneration proj-
ects. This project served as the backbone
and main event of the 4™ edition of the
RIWAQ Biennale, which developed into a
broader partnership.

For the 4% edition of the RIWAQ Biennale
and the 6™ edition of the Jerusalem Show,
RIWAQ and Al-Ma’mal joined forces to pro-
duce an exhibition as a gesture of collabora-
tion and as an attempt to cross the dissect-
ed landscape of Palestine. RIWAQ's central
goal is the protection, use, and promotion
of cultural heritage in Palestine through
tangible and intangible projects of rehabili-
tation and revitalization. The RIWAQ Bien-
nale sheds light on RIWAQ’s agenda of pro-
tection and rehabilitation, highlighting the
50 villages in Palestine that RIWAQ will be
focusing its efforts on for the next 20 years.
The RIWAQ-AI-Ma’mal partnership set the
stage for the synergy that expanded to in-
clude seven partners under the flagship
event Qalandiya International that hosted
multiple exhibitions, tours, awards and
other celebrations of art and artists, as well
as a symposium, in a program lasting from
November 1-15, 2012.

This joint exhibit was called Gestures in
Time, and showcased the work of Pales-
tinian, regional, and international artists.
Featuring over thirty newly commissioned
and produced works, Gestures in Time pre-
sented the innovative alliance of heritage,

art and community, taking place in the five
rural Palestinian villages of ‘Abwein, Adh Dha-
hiriya, Hajjah, Jamma’in, and Birzeit, as well as
the urban stages of Jerusalem and Ramallah.
The artists’ gestures or understanding of the
gesture unravel the past, inscribe the present
moment, and prime the future, with simplicity
of form and intimacy of engagement. RIWAQ
had 2 focused art programs included within the
overall exhibition of Gestures in Time, including
a 2-week art residency program for 3 interna-
tional artists in Birzeit and Art in the Heart of
Historic Centers which involved multiple village
centers across the West Bank in the creation
of public art. Gestures in Time was curated by
Katya Garcia-Anton and Lara Khaldi.

Developed art works for the Biennale:
¢ Adh-Dhahiriya
-Socratis Socratous: A Cave in Adh-Dhabhiri-
ya, installation and performance.
e ‘Abwein
-Jumana Emil Abboud: /| am the Poison,
Eye of the Tiger Project, performance with

Shahd Majid. Hide, Eye of the Tiger Project,
installation.

- Nardeen Srouiji: Injection, installation.
e Hajjah
-Jumana Emil Abboud: Wound, Eye of the Ti-
ger Project, installation.
e Jamma’in;
- Rheim Alkadhi: Collective Knotting Together
of Hairs, collective installation.

- Matias Falbakken: Poster Sculpture 3, in-
stallation.

Gestures in Time was supported by the Euro-
pean Union, the Ford Foundation, Rana Sadiq &
Samer Younis.




CurryStone

designprize

AWARDING SOCIAL DESIGN PIONEERS

Riwaq, Ramallah, Palestine
2012 Curry Stone Design Prize Winner

Artists’ Residency:

Also as part of the Biennale—and in continu-
ation of the cooperation between RIWAQ and
Wallonia (Belgium) which began in 2009 when
IPW (Institute de Patrimoine Walloon) partici-
pated in the 3™ RIWAQ Biennale, resulting in
the restoration of Hosh Al Etem—three visiting
artists from the Centre Wallon d’Art Contempo-
rain — La Chataigneraie came to Palestine in Oc-
tober 2012. The artists, Roberta Gigante, Laure
de Selys, Marie Zolamian, lived in the facilities
of Hosh Al Etem and produced art interventions
in and around the Hosh and art installations
that were showcased as part of the 4" Bien-
nale.

Supported by: WBI — Wallonie-Bruxelles Inter-
national, Federation Wallonie-Bruxelles, Wallon
d’Art Contemporain - La Chdtaigneraie
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Symposium: Modernity, Architecture and
Urban Life in the Arab Region

The symposium “Modernity, Architecture and
Urban Life in the Arab Region,” as part of the 4t
RIWAQ Biennale was organized under the um-
brella of Qalandiya International. It is the first
step towards a long-term endeavor that aims
at constructing a regional platform to bring to-
gether scholars and practitioners from various
fields, investigating the notion of modernity in
the past, present and future within cities in the
Middle East. The 4-day event was held in Ra-
mallah and Amman, with architectural tours of
each city, a full day of lectures by international
professionals (many of whom traveled to both
cities) as well as an exhibit named City of Mi-
rages: Baghdad, 1952-1982 featuring sketches
and technical drawings by the masters of mod-
ern architecture—including Frank Lloyd Wright
and Le Corbusier.

-Guides: Rami Daher, Khaldun Bshara

-Speakers: Salim Tamari, Institute for Palestine Studies;
Jyoti Hosagrahar, Columbia University, GSAPP; Pedro
Azara, Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya; Omar Na-
gati, Modern Sciences and Art University in Cairo; Walid
Karkabi, Independent Researcher; Samir Srouji, Wilson
Architects; Maha Samman, Al-Quds Bard College for
Liberal Arts and Sciences; Inass Yassin, Birzeit University
Museum; lyad Issa and Sahar Qawasmi, RIWAQ; Shadi
Ghadban, Ramallah Municipality; Khaldun Bshara, RI-
WAQ; Safwan Masri, Columbia University Middle East-
ern Research Center; George Arbid, American Univer-
sity of Beirut; Rami Daher, Turath — Architecture and
Urban Design Consultants; Craig Konyk, Columbia Uni-
versity, GSAPP; Senan Abdelgader, Senan Abdelqader
Architects; Felicity Scott, Columbia University, GSAPP.

Supported by: The Government of Sweden through UNES-
CO, GSAPP, Columbia Global Centers Middle East

Partners: Collegi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya, StudioX Am-
man Lab, Turath Architecture and Urban Design Consul-
tants, Institute of Modern Media

Awards, Publications and Articles

The Curry Stone Prize

In November of 2012, RIWAQ was award-
ed the Curry Stone Design Prize in an event
held at the Harvard Graduate School of
Design. The prize, now in its fifth year,
recognizes both individuals and firms who
use innovative design strategies to address
critical issues such as food scarcity, clean
water access, disaster response, housing
rights, health care, education, post con-
flict development and peace keeping. The
prize was awarded by Curry Stone, stating:
“RIWAQ has done pioneering work in a re-
gion greatly affected and fragmented by
conflict, completing complicated, multi-
stakeholder projects on a large scale in the
face of many logistical and sociopolitical
challenges.” http://currystonedesignprize.
com/winners/2012/Riwaqg
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Recent Publications

Re-Walk Heritage: Ramallah Highlands Trail — A
Heritage Guide

This guide was produced as part of the Mutual
Heritage project, an initiative that examines
and promotes recent heritage in the Euro-Med-
iterranean region: France, Italy, Morocco, Pales-
tine, and Tunisia. The selected trail is known
as the Ramallah Highlands Trail, and represents
the mutual heritage of 10 towns, villages and
refugee camps over an area of approximately
100 square kilometers, and exists within the
larger scheme of the 50 most architectural sig-
nificant villages selected by RIWAQ.

Supported by the European Union through EU-
ROMIED Heritage IV- Project: Mutual Heritage.

Tashgheel: RIWAQ’s Job Creation though Con-
servation 2001-2011

By Khaldun Bshara with technical assistance
from Ruba Salim

The Tashgheel book documents the experience
of RIWAQ staff, between 2001 and 2011, in ren-
ovating and restoring the historic buildings of
Palestine as part of a program to create job op-
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portunities. The book studies the relationships,
or opportunities, by drawing on interviews with
direct beneficiaries, in order to answer the
qguestion: How do RIWAQ and its beneficiaries
describe the experience of renovating historic
buildings and centers? And how do they assess
the advantages or the problems faced as a re-
sult of the restoration?

Supported by Sida.

Rural Houses of Palestine

By Jihad Awwad and Khaldun Bshara; Technical
Assistance: Yousef Taha

Rural Houses of Palestine is the compilation of
the continued studies of Riwaq and its mem-
bers on the forms of historic architectural hous-
ing in the country. Many studies have taken
place that look at Palestine’s architectural heri-
tage, Palestine in general, and specific regions
or styles, but there is no previous work such as
this visualizing and comparing the typologies of
the traditional, vernacular homes across varie-
gated Palestine.

Supported by the Swedish Government through
UNESCO

Capacity Building: Local and Interna-
tional Training

e Beit Iksa with Oxford Brookes University, UK

Working throughout a semester with a mem-
ber of RIWAQ, Yara Sharif, who is also an ad-
junct professor at Oxford Brookes, the MA De-
sign students designed in their UK studios and
implemented in Palestine’s village of Beit lksa
green initiatives, including: rammed earth walls
and benches, a bicycle energy generation point,
and a mobile water filter for grey water re-use.
This project brought together 13 students from
the UK and 30 young people from Beit Iksa.

e Ramallah with Birzeit University, Palestine

While RIWAQ often trains and hosts interns
from the nearby University, this year there was
a large planning movement for the Old City of
Ramallah, in which RIWAQ gathered a team
of students and supervised them in collecting

planning data, and surveying building complex-
es for the upcoming development plan for the
Old City.

e RIWAQ visits the Canova Association, ltaly

Looking to continue building capacity not only
in individuals, but as a team, RIWAQ visited the
Canova Association to learn about traditional
Italian stone building and lime techniques with
the International Canova Field School in Ghesc.
The historic dry stacked stone structures of
northern ltaly, in the Domodossola area, were
a scenic exercise in preservation.

These activities are supported by the European
Union, Swedish Government through UNESCO
and by RIWAQ.
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The last meeting for the 2010-2012 board took
place on April 12, 2012 in which the board dis-
cussed and approved Ms. Areej Hijazi’ resigna-
tion. Ms. Hijazi submitted her resignation to the
board because at that time she was employed
by UNESCO, while RIWAQ was concurrently
approved for a grant through UNESCO, hence
raising future ground for a conflict of interest.
Subsequently, preparations took place for the
General Assembly meeting of 2012 to include
the election of a new board.

The GA meeting took place on May 8, 2012,
in the presence of RIWAQ’s legal counsel Mr.
Ameed Anani, in which the annual reports of
2011 were presented by the executive man-
agement and auditors (E&Y). In addition, the
GA approved two changes to RIWAQ's bylaws,
allowing the chairperson and treasurer to del-
egate some of their powers to the executive
management (representation in agreements
and bookkeeping). The GA later accepted the
resignation of the board and new elections took
place. The new board for 2012-2014 is:
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- Ms. Maha Abu Shusheh- Head
- Ms. Lana Abu Hijleh- Vice
- Mr. Ghassan Abdullah- Treasurer

- Mr. Jalal Khader- Secretary

- Ms. Mervat Bulbul- Member
- Ms. Vera Tamari- Member

- Mr. Christo Bursheh- Member

In 2012, 4 board meetings took place. These
meetings followed up on RIWAQ’s progress
and strategies. Over the course of the year, the
Board approved the action of moving RIWAQ’s
endowment from the Arab Bank to the Bank
of Palestine, due to their strong Corporate Re-
sponsibility Program, as well as approved the
additions and edits of the administrative and
HR manuals that were presented to them.

Farhat Muhawi

Fida Touma
Huda Dahoul

lyad Issa

Khaldun Bshara
Khulod Najar

Lana Nasser

Marie Elizabeth Taylor
Michael Far

Michel Salameh
Muhamad Sobhi

AFD- NGO Development Center: Beit Iskariya Project

Planning & Develop-
ment Director
Co-Director

Site Engineer
Project Coordinator/
Planner

Co-Director

Site Engineer
Project Coordinator/
Planner

Architect

Financial Manager
Project Coordinator/
Architect

Office Support

Renad Shqgeirat
Ruba Salem

Sahar Qawasme

Samah Daraghmeh
Samiha Khalil

Shatha Safi

Suad Al-Amry
Tareq Dar Naser
Yara Sharif
Yousef Dar Taha

Environmental Programme
Coordinator/ Architect
Project Coordinator/ Archi-
tect

Cultural & Community
Events Coordinator
Administrative Assistant
Architect

Project Coordinator/ Archi-
tect

Fundraising & PR

Site Engineer

Consultants

Architect

Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development: regeneration of historic centers program
(European Union through CCHP: Heritage for Development (Her4Dev

European Union through EuroMed Heritage IV- Mutual Heritage Project
European Union through the ENPI-CBC tool: International Augmented MED Project for 2013

European Union: Art @ the heart of historic centers

Ford Foundation: Biennale, art @heart project, admin. costs

Institution of Walloon heritage: artist residencies during Biennale
Middle Ease Children’s Alliance MECA: playground project

OPEC Fund for international Development: rehabilitation in Thahiriyyeh
Prince Claus Fund: 2013 project for consolidation of Khatib Palace in Beit lksa realized in 2013
Rana Sadiqg & Samer Younis: Biennale
The Swedish Government through UNESCO: 3 year grant - Local Development through Rehabilitation &

Revitalization

State of Kuwait: Nabi Yehya Shrine
Thomas Kay: Tom Kay Award

UNESCO: Educational activities and manual in 2013
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Independent Awditors’ Report to the Board of Trustees of
Riwag Center for Architectural Conservation

We have audited the accompanying linancial stalementls of Riwag Center Tor
Architeckural Conservation (Riwag), which comprise the stalement of linancial position
as al December 31, 2 and the statement ol activities and changes in nel assels,
and the statement of cash llows lor the year then ended, and a summary of signilicant
accounting paliches and other explanalory information.

Managemant’s Responsibilily for the Financial Statements

The Managemenl i responsibie for the preparation and l&ir presentation of these
linancial stalements in accordance with Inlernational Financial Reparting Standards,
and for such intornal control as management delermings B fecedsary 10 enable the
preparation of linancial statements that are free of material misstaterment, whethay

due to fraud or efror.

Auditors® Responsibility

Qiur responsibliity 15 o express an opinken on these MNnanclal statements based on our
audit, We conduched aur audit in aceardance wilh International 5 g oy Al g
Those standards require thal we comply wilth ethical requirem 5 and plan and
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the inencial statements are

frea Irom moterial misstatement
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence aboul the amounts
and ¢ res in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the

atditor's jud nt, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of
the Tinancial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making Lhose risks
assessments, the auditor considedrs internal conirol relevant to the entity’s preparalion
and fair presentation of the financlal statements in order {o design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the clroumstances, bul not for the purpose of eapressing an
opinlon on the effectiveness of the entity’s Internal control, An audit also includes
ating the appropr :5 of accounting policies used and the reasonatleness ol
¥ managemenl, as well a3 svaluating the owerall

iting eslimates
presentation of the finoncinl stalements

Wi believe that the audit evidence we have obtalmed is sufficient and appropriate o

provide a basis for our audil opinion

Opinion
foaur apimen, the frnancial siatements present fairky, In all material respects, the
12 and ity activities and ils cash

linancial position of Rvwag as ol December 1
flows for the year then ended in accordance with Inbernational Financial Reporting

Standards

Ernsl & Young- Middie East

! a
April 15, 20E3

Ramaliah, Falestine

Note: For a full report with all detailed notes please visit Riwag- www.riwag.org

Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2012

Assets
Non-current assets
Property and equipment

Current assets
Contributions receivable
Other current assets

Cash and short-term deposits

Total Assets

Net Assets and Liabilities
Net assets

Unrestricted net assets
Special reserve

Total net assets

Non-current liabilities
Deferred revenues
Provision for employees’ indemnity

Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accruals
Temporarily restricted contributions

Total liabilities
Total Net Assets and Liabilities

Notes

w

10
11

2012
S.US

187,993
187,993

1,345,996

457,577
1,817,021
3,620,594
3,808,587

1,176,349
61,535
1,237,884

16,139
190,570
206,709

47,821
2,316,173
2,363,994
2,570,703
3,808,587

2011
S.US

204,531
204,531

1,446,008

125,983
1,853,848
3,425,839
3,630,370

1,107,983
61,535
1,169,518

25,083
194,846
219,929

255,504
1,985,419
2,240,923
2,460,852
3,630,370
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For the year ended December 31, 2012

Revenues

Temporary restricted contributions released
from restriction

Unrestricted contributions
Other revenues
Deferred revenues recognized

Currency exchange gain

Expenses
Projects’ expenses
Administrative expenses

Currency exchange loss

Increase in net assets
Net assets, beginning of year

Net assets, end of year
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Notes

11
12
13

14
15

2012 2011

S.US S$.US
1,673,383 1,846,288
30,643 13,723
112,870 203,810
10,148 19,668
62,382 -
1,889,426 2,083,489
1,673,383 1,846,288
147,677 139,111
- 5,011
1,821,060 1,990,410
68,366 93,079
1,169,518 1,076,439
1,237,884 1,169,518

For the year ended December 31, 2012

Cash flows from operating activities:
Increase in net assets

Non-cash adjustments to reconcile increase in net

assets to net cash flows from operating activities:
Depreciation

Provision for employees’ indemnity

Deferred revenues recognized

Loss from disposal of property and equipment

Working capital adjustments:

Contributions receivable

Other current assets

Accounts payable and accruals

Temporarily restricted contributions

Deferred revenues

Payments of employees’ indemnity

Net cash flows (used in) from operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities:

Purchase of property and equipment
Net cash flows used in investing activities

(Decrease) increase in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year

2012 2011
us.s us.s
68,366 93,079
22,999 21,671
58,464 45,546
(10,148) (19,668)

- 219
139,681 140,847
100,012 2,058,570
(331,594) (102,516)
(207,683) (154,329)
330,754 (1,596,847)
1,204 9,457
(62,740) (144,357)
(30,366) 210,825
(6,461) (163,235)
(6,461) (163,235)
(36,827) 47,590
1,853,848 1,806,258
1,817,021 1,853,848
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CurryStone | designprize

AWARDING SOCIAL DESIGN PIONEERS

Riwaq, Ramallah, Palestine
2012 Curry Stone Design Prize Winner
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