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The Story of this Book
Suad Amiry

Earthquake in April is Riwaq's fifth publication in its Monograph Series entitled The
Architectural History of Palestine. While the first four monographs illustrated the
beauty and richness of cultural heritage in Palestine, this publication addresses the
loss of significant cultural property as part of the widespread damage and
destruction caused by the Israeli Army in its re-occupation of Palestinian towns
that began on March 29,2002.

The importance of this book lies in the collectivity of images, stories and memories
of the many people who contributed to make a personal witness of the on-going
Israeli government crimes against Palestinian life and culture, history and heritage.

Some contributors have expressed their shock, feelings, and outrage through
photography. Others have shared their experiences, their fears and feelings through
written text, and some did both. The text in Earthquake in April focuses on the Old
City of Nablus, but the eighty-five photographs offer a wider glimpse of the
destruction in Nablus as well as in Jenin Refugee Camp, and the towns of Ramallah
and Bethlehem.

In addition to contributions by poet Fadwa Tuqan, novelist Sahar Khalifeh, architect
Jafar Tukan, historian Mohammad Ezzat Darwazeh, and writer Malik Masri, most
of the Riwaquin (those working at Riwaq), Nazmi Al-Ju'beh, Khaldun Bshara,
Mouhannad Hadid, Naseer Arafat, Matthias Könsgen and myself, contributed our
written thoughts on the fate of Nablus.

In 1927, the town of Nablus was convulsed by an earthquake, which resulted in the
destruction of many of its historical buildings. The earthquake became a watershed
in the collective memories of the Nabulsis. Most events are referred to as "before"

I The Story of this Book
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