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RAMAWAH & EL BIRA
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ET TAIYIBA (Taveen)
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Euromed Heritage IV: Mutual Heritage RAS KARKAR
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Home of Al Samhan, the rural district lords (Shuyoukhen
Nawahi) of northern Jerusalem in the late Ottoman period.
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Palestine's first summer resort Today, a leading center of economic,
political, and cultural activities in the West Bank

BIR ZEIT

Home of the first Palestinian university.

10 kilometers north of Ramallah. 800 meters above sea level,

JIFNA

JIFNA & JALAZONE REFUGEE CAMP
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L ocated on the ancient Roman trade route and depicted as Gophna in the
Madaba Map

8 Kilometers north of Ramallah. 655 meters above sea level. 1,731

1000 bebe . B el b, BB
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A village of 7 natural springs and abundant produce.

10 kilometers north of Ramallah. 730 meters above sea level.
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A mountainous village reaching the skies with one of Palestine's
highest peaks, Tell ‘Asur

ET TAIYIBA

The town of the Canaanite site of Ophrah, Under Salah Eddin, the name
was changed into et Talyiba, literally translating to "good” or "Kind"

www.mutualheritage.net ilo ers west o all eters above sea | | 10 km north of Jerusalem. 900 meters above sea level 65,000 inhabitants = : 0 : - : 3 _ _ = _ 14 kilometers northeast of Ramallah. 930 meters above sea level,
g ;2453 inmhea:birlan;s (EDIGI?_EM llah. 650 meters above sea level. 2010). 8 443 inhabitants (2010) inhabitants (2010). 3,492 inhabitants in 2010. 12 kilometers northeast of Ramallah. 900 meters above sea level 2710 inhabitants (2010}

Sites of interest:

Histonc center: 122 histonc buildings, remains of Saint George Church

1016 meters at Tell ‘Asur. 10,000 inhabitants (2010)

A project on the recent architectural and urban heritage in the Meditemranean world financed _ , | _ o o - | A ol st g~ ; ATANTS S LIRS Sites of interest: istoric : <tor idi sll-pre : ;
by the EU in the framework of the Euromed Heritage 4 program Sites of interest: Al Samhan Castle: built in 1779. Throne villages in Palestine's Sites of interest: Al Manara (the light house). In 1935, the British Mandate introduced Sites of interest: Historic center: 108 buildings with ftraditional well-preserved (6th _century ~Byzantine), £/ Burj (a Crusader agricultural fort 1099 ' Historic center: gq nistoric l;-mldmgs_. a well-preserved olive Sites of interest Historic center: 188 buildings with a well-preserved fabric
) . central highlands ére characterized with rL;raltmansiDns thatl electricity to Ramaliah and el Bira. A pole with a switchboard that fabric and a Mamluk Khan (Mamluk and Ottoman 1291-1917) -1087), awell-preserved Roman olive press, a central plaza and natural press. Natural springs and agricultural landscape. Sites of interest: Qusur (peasants’ watchtowers): built with dry stacked rubble
J operated the electricity grid was planted at al Manara. Today, it is the - s o h - spnng ' ' T R R ) RLY Vi 1R Al Mugata'a: a British Mandate military station known as the Tegart Fort

Mutual Heritage is a project on the recent architectural and urban heritage in
the Mediterranean area. It aims to identify, document, and promote the recent
heritage of the 19th and 20th centuries fostering the integration of cultural
heritage into the nowadays active life, both on social and economic levels.

o Sites of interest:
This document has been produced with the financial assstance of the European Umson. The contents of this document are te sole

responsibility of Riwaq, partner of UMR Citeras (Université Frangois-Rabelais and CNRS, Tours) in Mutual Heritage project and can
under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the postion of the European Urson

served as county seats of local semi-feudal leaders during the
late Ottoman period.

En Nabi ‘Annir: archeological site and Magam northwest of
Ras Karkar (Crusader 1099-1187 — Ayyubid 1187-1291).

Ras Karkar Village Council: Tel. +972 2 2481615

Historic center: 40 buildings including Al Samhan Mansion (built
before Al Samhan moved to Ras Karkar), and a Crusader
church (1099-1187).

main square and shopping district

Al Mugata'a: a Briish Mandate compound and a prison, later used by
the Jordanian and Israeli administrations and the PMA, It currently also
houses Yasser Arafat 's memonal, mosgue, and museum (2006-2011)

20th century buildings documenting the recent history and Ramallah’s

Ramallah Municipaiity (www.ramallah.ps): Tel, +972 2 2863211
Al-Bireh Municipality (www .al-bireh.org). Tel. +972 2 2406445

85 single historic buildings (late Ottoman & Bntish Mandate
1900-1948)

Archaeological sites: Khirbat Bir Zeit (early lron Age 1200-1000
B.C.), Khirbat er Ras (early Bronze Age 3500-2350 B.C.)

Birzeit University (www.birzeit.edu): Tel. +972 2 2982000
Birzeit Municipality (www.birzeit-mun.org): Tel, +972 2 2810536

Festivals, activities,
and services:

Sites of interest:

Jifna Days Festival. June of every year, organized by Jifna Club
(www.jifna.ps). Jifna Nightss a summer festival organized by the
Palestine Village Club. Restaurants and Hostels (Reef House Pension
and Khouriya Family Guesthouse).

i e

Jifnha iu’lrlllllr-.':-jge Council: Tel. #9752 2 2811073

Early refugee shelters built by UNRWA in 1953. Coffee houses at the
central plaza

The Jalazone Refugee Camp Popular Committee: Tel. +972 2 2812833

‘EIN SINIYA

Sites of interest:

Dura el Qar Village Council: Tel. +972 2 2813577

10 kilometers north of Ramallah. 640 meters above sea level.
960 inhabitants in 2010.

Historic center: 40 historic buildings.

by freedom fighters during the 1936 revolution.

stones, concentrated in the well-maintained terraced landscape of
Silwad and surrounding hills.

Historic center: 218 buildings. ‘rag e Kharoof (rock of sheep) a
natural rock formation associated with folkloric tales

1291-1516)

Silwad Municipality. Tel. +972 2 2890994

named after British police officer Sir Charles Tegart (1938).

Rich with semi-arid landscape reaching Jericho (the eastern slopes),
and Bedouin communities.

Archaeclogical sites. Ef Bobariyeh (a Crusader castle 1099.1187),
Ef Khadr - Saint George Church (Byzantine 325.638), Roman-

- : - . s g - ; - Archeological sites: BurjelBardawil (a Crusader castle 1099- thodo b (Bvzanting 32 |
transformation as it went through the Ottoman, British Jordanian, and JALAZONE One of the 19 official refugee camps in the West Bank witnessing the 7th s - - , o P 2 y . Seodiadhconc e L sin OUrthedox Church (Byzantine 325-638)
| activale activits —ait Her - - lulv of every vaar oraanis - - TR0 Lt e e i piichtns g7 WEYS) Bt g 1187 .8 El Husseini Mansion: the village's largest house (4,173 sq. meters) 1187 with P55 4 1850 Khi -
;E Israeli rules Festivals, activities, Birzeit Hentage Week: July of every year, organized by Rozana REFUGEE CAMP decade of Palestinian exile. Established in 1949 to host Palestinian built f Jorusalem's 91 gd families. Th h1 oo 1187 with Ottoman additions 1516-1850), Khirbat el Burj -Burj ) * o |
| ' ot EL JANIYA s ARG sl of Ramallah . SRI wisteis Abava s Tl R J and services: Association (www.rozana.ps). Showcasing traditional foods and Refugees who Eedﬁfrﬂm 36 villages in the central coast area in 1948 h”!“ _Ur1;g§ D_th‘-”{'-i‘;';'_‘*m’? r;"”:g‘fﬂ ""‘:i' I‘:};ED il Lisana- (Crusader 1099-1187), Khirbat Kafr ‘Ana (Byzantine Festivals, activiies,  Taybeh Okloberfest October of every year, organized by Taybeh
- e - - | ' neological sites. Tel/ £ 1 (Ir 3000- B.C.), Khirbal ' ~ - 4 mi lore than 0 inhabitants |i n les 5 squ with additions in the a S. " ~ » Yy = it T D Ay nd ices: icipality, showcasing local Taybe e traditional foo nd
}Lﬂé:}:u! RSITE —3 1,492 inhabitants (2010). g:ri::‘ii?&q;ﬁﬁhltgitrj;?é%?é“;sbﬁ';fgfge;&q;qgﬂgg?%[]?hi i:'; JT{;;:ria;i} wine handcrafts art exhibitions. dance and music. E‘?Fietgrt; 13,000 inhabitants live on less than 0.25 square uilt In additions In s an 325.638 — Ottoman 1516-1850), Khirbat el Khan in Wadi * Uyun el and services -'b;w;f:trrg;;:m:; r:._:]gi.:w Taybeh Beer, traditiona ds and
= - Ll = I Pl o B 'n.-l | Ao | = 1Vl 'ﬂqu '!ll. [ : =10 TS A 3 ot sl = 3 s |~ — ) | - nan > : y n E i U '
e — ol Bits (hﬂéml!liluk 1991-1518) * B Restaurants and hostels Natural springs, agricultural landscape, and natural caves (used Haramiya along the ancient Roman trade route (Mamluk ; “

The Holy Branch Foundation (potteryf candle holders)
Charles de Foucauld & Beit-Afram guest-houses (www.taybeh.info)

Taybeh Municipality (www taybehmunicipality.org): Tel +972 2 2898436

Ein Siniya Village Council: Tel. +972 2 2810945
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" ‘L'fn * S E h X @ Mid 20th century The Heritage Trail is a 30-km hiking trail, appropriate to be hiked over two days. The trail passes The Driving Trail 1s 40-kilometers long and it can be driven in one day. It connects four highlighted
= . Bani Zeid ' + % | Deir es Sudan 2 i architecture through pristine valleys, with stunning views of ancient terraced landscapes, impressive sites: Ras Karkar, Bir Zeit, Jalazone Refugee Camp, and et Talyiba, with a number of optional
"‘Abud 3 E Seesabes T ‘Ajjul ».rladh:' & archeological ruins and interesting flora and fauna. As the walking trail is not yet marked, GPS detours. The drive to Ras Karkar from Ramallah takes 15 to 20 minutes (granted no traffic or
., et 1 . . 2 ' B 5 % : | m Refugee camp 15 recommended checkpoints), and that to et Talyiba s 25 minutes, Et Tailyiba is also easily inked to Jericho and
LR = E£n Nabi Salih .;;%‘._“ E y . the Jordan Valley (a 25 minute drive)
reriehy En Nabi Salih 3 . . 6::;‘ “.'Qf:- _.' ' Historic center Difficulty rating: 2 out of 5
N Umm 5’;'“ Woods “Il.“ O™ & eass ) : . Primarily wide dirt paths with secure footing. Moderate elevation change. Not recommended in There are accommoedation options in Jericho, et Talyiba, Bir Zeit, Jifna, and Ramallah.
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omemenay, ”T" -"'I . ¢ ° > . m Khirbat| Abu Falah ¢ ElMughaiyir f;;ﬂtéﬂt:z?nts July or August due to extreme heat The trail passes through diverse landscapes, attraction points, and picnic areas.
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' ~ m ' ..’ = —— " Umm Safa v ' E Magam (holy shrine) Day 1: Silwad to Bir Zeit (15 km) The trail starts in Ras Karkar where you can visit Al Samhan Castle and surrounding historic
o —/ L . ', & . L . : center. Buses would have to stop close to the entrance of the village while cars can drive up to
-' _..--I'. '1. [ | - . ".r* : ‘;' : " . . ' - " " 2 i
WA '. -.__.r . -._1..."'- ..‘- .’.I i 5 . L ﬁ Arﬁheﬂbgiﬂal - The FI'EU'I bEgIﬂE in the eastern ocutskirts of Silwad and winds thrﬂugh Wadi Qeis among ancient the castle entrance and park in the small plaza there. From Ras Karkar it is recomimended to
L e O P ., X bl e T "" ' g ; ' . ; . . ‘
Al : s '--“l.tf’i“ wsoas . e 7 (PP = P . olive groves and Qusur (peasants’ waltchtowers). After 1.7 km, a small footpath to the right leads drive north and then southeast to Bir Zeit along the only main road in that direction. The trail
Deir Nidham 3 : %E kil : J =N . ‘"”""'------., : ‘ o | | to an ancient wine press {optional detour). offers several detour and stop locations, Directly after Ras Karkar one can visit the Magamat
= ’ % S = ‘Atar . N 3 - o E Bedouin community (singular. Magam) of ‘Ein Aiyub and en Nabi *Annir. This can be followed by a possible detour
ad < % ; I s ) ard o ' "y 'S e Emerging from the valley after 2.7 km, the trail passes under highway 60, an Israeli bypass road. through Deir ‘Ammar village and refugee camp as well as Magam en Nabi Ghaith.
.. ‘ " o, " ‘l’ RS | . W %_ . g ag g qa
; .0 .'“.: & .%‘d—:" | - ’” ’.. s o n . | ot . i s n Natural spring Fifteen meters after the underpass, the trail turns left on a dirt 4X4 trail which ascends Jebel
“l.q. P d..l” 3 Jiblya '*..' ® ¥ " :_ *::. “eea, :.-' (Mount) Faggara overlooking the historic caravan route (‘Uyun el Haramiya — Thieves Springs). After Deir ‘Ammar the street winds through almost non-populated and highly planted
’ | ’." '-’I" M A% e i | CEE o \\' N 3 e e . After 1 km, the trail switches back to the left near a grove of massive olve trees landscapes. Follow the street as it takes you past the "Ein ez Zarqa spring and valley (a branch
caunts ’0 . *... * “ ‘." 3‘5‘.*' *eaustte, o g ‘Q | . P . p Archeological feature of Wadi en Nattouf), passes by Magam en Nabi Salih, Umm Safa and Jibiya woodlands and
_-“‘ Deir Abu Mash’'al o @ ", ® = iy e A s T, T Y ! '-‘ SHEg _."' | o "= ‘: . ': ' o ; ! 55 e
e =‘ : {E-.- " 'i‘ ¢ & 5 A .“ . ﬁ';ﬁﬂf:#’.' | | ‘-._-""--'.E'“ Samiys /° F Continue through olive groves up to Burj el Bardawil, a Crusader structure with Ottoman Magam esh Sh. Qatrawani in "Atara (all sites are possible detours fit for hiking and picnicking).
(LA ® . WadiMet S, % 5 Séﬁ%ﬁ;éiyq /g 2o (4 additions. Walk down the southwest side of the hill past a well-preserved Qasr (plural: Qusur) L |
) ."I N ® vi-r ’ \ -..‘ #.. St ot it ™. Wadi ?"ﬁ.‘;i’" Il.,* _ L 5 . . @ Woode Descend the hill, walking toward the town of Yabrud Before the town, at a round cement cistern, In Bir 2eit visit the hlstqrm center (restaurants available) by parking just cutside it and walking
gt v &P :ﬁg oottg,, o, ''= AL TAS ¢= v - s\ turn right and continue through the wad (optional detour: visit the town of Yabrud) Mg Fram e bisiors amstns you epmumlonstvg Lo N Cos Rk Eammes v e
_ . Arlg s o’ & 0 Y Qatiy L i i el i ¥ Iy . i ), Teeages & : : ey atriarchate rch and visit the old Birzeit University Campus or you can take the bus/car
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‘$ sy : . ‘. ) : ' ), : . " s m . _: | B 4 iya Picnic area On the other side of the wadi, when you reach a paved road with a Bedouin community, cross the and drive by it passing by and around architecturally significant houses built at the turﬁ and
i R L &y . P ' . .. " " = L mepasrhstatiigiysnst 2 ol W A =L AT : . . throughout the mid of the 20th century. The street tums south to the main entrance of Bir Zeit
. . L - . e . . e . e & Wiy " é&i P road and walk across the stream of water on the small bndge. Cut up the hill ahead to the electric _ , e :
. Ll & * *s . * L] : . A vt LAl “s : : : : : : : where you turn west to Jifna (optional visit to the historic center and lunch in one of the many
. ¥ @ o' el T . " b - . ot " line where you will find a dirt road. Turn nght on the dirt road and continue along the power lines , , ,
= Wi * & . - *s... Burham .. *e . until you reach a T in the road restaurants). An optional detour before turning to Jifna is to follow the main street (southeast)
. . =] . K e [ o ' that goes to Ramallah and to take a turn night up the hill to Khirbat Bir Zeit then go back to main
: (N s aubar . " , . BN
A T : = . LT . . _ — ratrivialik . _ _ _ street and continue to the new Birzeit University Campus
o *aes Jib. = w&g" . . ./ . . Tumn right, followang the power line, then take a quick left to walk between buildings. Continue
'_l-' i. i.‘ I'E' -” : :
& . o — --.{{ (o = L - .l u . D" Restaurant until you come across an abandoned housing project. Turn right before the empty houses, then From Jifna you can drive up the hill (a right turn) after Layali Al-Farah Restaurant to Jalazone
. | e SN . ) '. ~rsirens, ' " 8 a quick left between the row of houses. Refugee Camp where you can park in or around the central plaza (near the Martyrs' Memorial)
_S'ha‘bhn . B et : Sty o . J | " N " e and walk around the camp (notice the original shelters built by UNRWA in 1953 and the camp’s
RN/ Jammala Beitillu B 'I R IE IT P ; m ceommocation Continue through Wadi e/ Hammam on a dirtroad. When you reach a paved road, turn left and spatial organization based on military camp layouts. Visit the popular committee and the central
X ‘.W i LIPEER TS | A .. \ : then right on al Bayader Rd. Arrive Bir Zeit historic center. plaza coffee houses)
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' ~ TReseee... e oy ...‘ : T e ﬁ.‘ | = ..'.--.u = Day 2: Bir Zeit lo Ras Karkar (15 km) From Jalazone drive to Dura el Qar’ through a junction that leads also to “Ein Siniya (optional
Teeseana, >, 3 ' o g="\ ' & : | aa m } detours: Dura el Qar’ histonc center, agncultural landscape and ancient water cisterns, ef
Yeue? f*'i" Ry Aeay, : ﬁ‘ - Yabrud * '.I‘IIII.I-.“‘ . Airport o . o : _ P
' t“’ Q;‘ . : ‘ = : _ Follow roads or take a taxi through Bir Zeit to the university, Begin Birzeit University \West Gate Hf‘ﬂﬁ'm‘ Mansion in "Ein -'b"_'fﬂifﬂl- The .mad goes up the hill t_cr YaFmd, and then continues to
. bl ) 3 S oane=sndyl Deir ‘A & : ORI i W\ ﬁ narking lot Climb down rocky field to main road below: At paved road, turn right then turn left onto Silwad. In Yabrud you can visit the historic center, pass by the village's Holy Tree and walk around
K Jelr Ammar Py : ket Abu Shukheidim L . Magam esh Sh. Yusuf, Silwad is famous for its histonic center and also for the high concentration
. 'Uﬁ"‘o % | > vy Khirbat. Kair ‘Ana ! Ik dirt road and walk down through olive groves and Bedouin community into Wad/i Matar 9 T | | 9
- " _-‘:1_&-3(3‘-" : _”’ Bir Zeit . _ ‘Ilwn D “. Palestinian built-up When the wadi path comes to a T with a fence at another small Bedouin community, turn right -;;f Qusur (peasants watchtwmrs]l. in its landscape; you ::and Ettnp along Fhe main road and take a
: : | | f‘ | L ' ' . b and continue down Wadi el Dilb, where water seasonally flows. Follow the water (or dry hike to b of them. Also “h_'le alnn% the rngd to et Talyiba tirnm Srlfwau', tage - M ML AN
Py .| _d S LI -q. - : " ] . Israeli settelment streambed) and do not turn off onto any of the dirt roads that climb out of the wadi left hand side where yoq HEnNor m:;s Tell Asurwrm. the radar station on its summit, a hill of 1016m
bl UL L PP / ' | . g above sea level is the highest one in the central regions of the West Bank,
L] cﬂ'{i_:i "'.' . ‘_.' 1 ! - . e o) . . :- Natural reserve
. £l Wadi €% o El Mazra'alel-Qibliya . D“Rn El.onn . Follow the water through the wadi until you arrive to an old mill and greenhouse, P.lt the The driving trail ends in ot Taiyiba, which you will e entering from its eastern entrance (via Defr
i i e T - - ~ ' greenhnluse, leave the water and take the dirt path upward to the right. Stay straight on this dirt Jarir), on your right you can see an abandoned military station built during the British Mandate
| - : CAnNIr, . B rnar:ll which is briefly marked with blue paint markers. When the blue markers turn left, continue (same period as al Mugata’a in Ramallah- although much smaller in scale) following the same
Deir Qaddis G e JBgipty N T B8 Hiking trail straight When you reach a fence, turn left and continue uphill style that has become known as the Tegart Fort named after British police officer and engineer
= : Abu Qashsh I W mB Driving trail Sir Charles Tegart, who designed them in 1938
' Y %, —r N1 Leave the dirt road and take the footpath upward to meet a paved road. Turn right and walk
& ) [l Main road lowsrd the Palestinian vilage of ¢f Janiya. Tum left at the sign 10 ¢/ Janrya (road biocked for You can then drive up to the historic center, park the busicar at the outskirts of the center and
_ %, ET Tnlvl 'n . | Road cars). Follow the road through ef Janiya and its historic center. Follow road straight up and over walk around (streets are inaccessible by cars). You can then hop back into your bus/car and visit
Sawgds 'nlnzon E (° Ya . (T““EH) b ‘*_* «s=en Wady(valley) el Janiya and into the town of Ras Karkar Continue uphill to visit Al Samhan Castle, a restored El Khadr - Saint George Church, Taybeh Beer Factory, the Pottery Factory
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